Save the Wolves Foundation
          4542 Audubon Highway * Viper, MT 32400
                   (406) 266-6223 . Fax (406) 723-3229
                                      <http://www.wolves.org>
March 13, 2000
Mr. Sam Davis, Managing Editor
Montana Times Magazine

468 West Times Drive
Helena, Montana 59601
Subject: _________________________________________________

Dear Mr. Davis:
Thank you for your recent editorial supporting the Montana wolf relocation program. We are as dedicated to preserving domestic livestock herds as are the ranchers who own them. However, killing the wolf predators is both a short-term and short-sighted solution. We would like your readers to have some additional information, besides the excellent points you made.
Every one of the 32 wolves we’ve captured and relocated this year has been examined by a veterinarian. The wolves receive inoculations to prevent rabies, among other diseases. Therefore, the relocated wolves pose little threat of disease to wildlife, their pack, or the occasional domestic animal or human who might encounter them.

In the wilderness areas where they will be relocated, wolves help keep the population of caribou, moose, and deer under control, and they cull injured or sick animals from the herd. However, wolves fear human beings and will avoid people whenever possible. Our North American wolves do not attack humans.

In addition, your readers will be interested to know a little more about wolves in general. Wolves have strong family ties and often mate for life, female wolves give birth to about four to six pups, and both parents supply food and help train the pups. In fact, the wolf pack is usually a family group. And just as families call to their children, wolves sometimes howl to keep their pack together.
We invite those of your readers who would like to join our efforts to call 1-800-544-8333 to receive more information.

Sincerely,

Carroll Paulding
President
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