LECTURE 2: Development /History of Sociology

How did sociology begin?
· Sociology emerged in the middle of the nineteen century in Europe
· Three factors led to the development of sociology
·          1.Industrial Revolution
·          2.Travel
·          3.Success of Natural Sciences
Industrial Revolution
· Europe was changing from agriculture to factory production
· Masses of people moved to the cities in search of work
· In cities people met anonymity, crowding, filth, and poverty
· Industrial Revolution challenged the traditional order an opened the door for democratic changes 
· Social changes undermined the traditional explanations of human existence 
Travel
· The Europeans had been successful in obtaining colonies
·  
· Their colonial empires exposed them to radically different cultures
· Startled by these contrasting ways of life, they began to ask questions why cultures differed  
Success in natural sciences
· Newton’s laws explained the movement of everything visible in the universe (from planets to buildings)
· It seemed logical to discover the laws underlying social phenomena 
Early Thinkers : The Father of Sociology
Auguste Comte (1798-1857) 
· The new social science that Comte sought to establish was first called social physics but he coined the word sociology, a hybrid term compounded of Latin and Greek parts 
· Comte first used the term sociology in print in 1838 
· Latin word (being with others) Logos (study of).
The Father of Sociology
August Comte’s philosophy based on his conclusion that an intellectual discipline progresses only to the degree that it is grounded in facts and experience, i.e., rests on information about which one can reasonably make positive statements so emerged the approach of positivism.
August Comte Philosophy
· Comte hoped that sociologists would use scientific methods to gain knowledge of the social world
· Then they would advise people about how life ought to be lived
· This would the cure from social chaos 
Theories in Sociology
There are 4 major theories in sociology:
1) Symbolic interactionism, which focuses on the individual and the way they relate to symbols.
2)  Structuralism, which posits that society is composed of many parts working together to create a functional society. When these parts are not working properly, society is dysfunctional.
3) Conflict Theory, which posits that society is comprised of many groups, each competing with one another for scarce resources.
4) Feminist Theory
Theories of Study
· Functionalism (and variations)
· Structuralism
· Social Conflict Theory
· Symbolic Interactionism
· Gender Theory (Feminist Theory)
Functionalism : Durkheim
· Functionalist theory holds that society is like a biological organism.
· Like parts and organs of the body we all have a role and function to perform.
· Society is seen as consensual, with everyone ‘doing their bit’ to keep society running.
· Durkheim believed that if he could show that the most individual of acts, which had previously been attributed to psychological causes, had social causes, then he would validate the power & worth of Sociology 
Functionalism & health
Theory explores the rights and responsibilities of being sick so as to ensure the functioning of society.
· Rights
· Time off to get better
· Excused responsibility for being sick
· Responsibilities
· Must comply with doctor
· Must do as much as possible to return to health 
Social Conflict Theory
· Society is created from the ongoing conflict between key groups
· According to some theorists, these groups are the main economic “classes” of society
· these are made up of those who own the main wealth of society, and those who own little but their ability to labor
· The main theorist representing this approach is  Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· He saw society as being built out of the conflicting interests of the “owner class” and the “working class”
· In his view, the ensuing struggle between classes would lead to a classless society
Symbolic Interactionists
· Charles Horton Cooley (1864-1929)
· George Herbert Mead (1863-1947)
· Erving Goffman
· “The Presentation of Self  in Everyday Life”
· Symbols” are the basis of social life
· Individuals and societies develop through people’s interaction through symbols
· Individuals develop a sense of themselves as they learn to use symbols
· Individuals develop a sense of themselves as they learn to see themselves the way they believe others see them
· This explains social phenomena from the perspective of its participants. 
· An essential element of this theoretical perspective is the unique nature of the social world as made up of the actions of participants motivated by human consciousness. 
· The meaning of human action cannot, therefore, be observed or assumed, but must be ‘interpreted’ by studying the meanings that people attach to their behaviour. 
Feminism
· Feminism is a broad approach that explains social structures as being fundamentally based on inequalities between women and men. 
· Men are seen to have greater power in both the public and the private spheres.
· Traditional sociology is criticised for being gender blind.
Main points Sociological Theory: Explaining and Theorising
· Sociology is a scientific approach to understanding people in society.
· Social structures can often exert more influence over our behaviour than we would expect.
· Sociological perspectives on health emphasise that it is vital to understand the social in order to fully understand health and illness.
· The sociological imagination invites us to think beyond our own subjective perceptions.  
· Sociological theories are a useful in moving away from commonsense understandings of society.
Modern society
· In your own life you experience both sorts of relationships
·  friend-friend
· doctor-patient 
· retailer-customer
· Social structure (type of the relationship) influences our behavior        
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