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Chapter Outline
· Defining the Family
· Sociological Theory and Families
· Diversity Among Contemporary American Families
· Marriage and Divorce
· Changing Families, Changing Society

Traditional Definition of Family
· Social unit of people related through marriage, birth, or adoption who reside together in sanctioned relationships, engage in economic cooperation, socially approved relations, and reproduction and child rearing.

Contemporary Definition of Family
· Primary group of people—usually related by ancestry, marriage, or adoption—who form a cooperative economic unit and care for any young who consider their identity to be attached to the group; and are committed to maintaining the group.

Features of Kinship Systems
· Number of marriage partners permitted at one time.
· Who is permitted to marry whom.
· How descent is determined.
· How property is passed on.
· Where the family resides.
· How power is distributed.

Number of Marriage Partners
· Polygamy is the practice of men or women having multiple marriage partners.
· Polygamy usually involves polygyny, one man having more than one wife.
· Polyandry is the practice of a woman having more than one husband.
· Monogamy is a sexually exclusive marriage with one spouse.
Marriage and Family
Exogamy
· Marrying outside of certain groups
· Cultural norm
· So strongly held, don’t think about it
Nuclear family
· A living arrangement in which
· spouses and children live together
Extended family
 A living arrangement in which spouses, children and other relatives live together
Monogamy
Two marriage partners
Polygamy
Three or more marriage partners
Polygyny
Multiple wives
Polyandry
Multiple husbands
Marriage
· Approved mating arrangement
· Formalized by a ritual 
Family
· Two or more people
· Related by blood, marriage or adoption
· They live together or have lived together
Family of orientation
Where a person grows up
Family of procreation
Where a person was born
Group norms
· Cultural norm
· So strongly held, don’t think about it
Exogamy
Marrying outside of certain groups
Endogamy
Marriage within a certain group

Patterns of Descent

Bilineal (or Bilateral)
· Traced on both mother and father’s side
· Pattern for our culture
Patrilineal
Traced only on father’s side
Matrilineal
Traced only on mother’s side

Patriarchy
· A social system where men dominate women
· Circular pattern of superiority

Marriage and Family in Theoretical Perspectives
· Functionalism
· Conflict Theory
· Symbolic Interactionism

· Who are the people and what are the different roles in your family?
· What are your responsibilities in your family?  
Theoretical Perspectives
Functionalism
Family provides essentials to society
·  Economic production
·  Socialization of children
·  Care of sick and aged; emotional support
·  Recreation
·  Reproduction
·  Sexual control

Functionalism
Incest taboo
·  Rules to specify which people are too closely related to have sex or marry 
·  Avoid role confusion
·  Promotes exogamy
·  Culturally relative
Conflict Theory
Arena of struggle = housework
·  Resources: time, energy, leisure
·  Men resist housework
·  Why?

Conflict Theory/Feminist
Arlie Hochschild—“The Second Shift”
·  Some modest changes
· Men do lower-stressed chores
· Women do higher stressed chores
Symbolic Interaction
 Arlie Hochschild—“The Second Shift”
·  Two factors shrink housework gender gap
·  Income difference
·  Education = More egalitarian attitudes
 His and Her marriages
·  Different perceptions of relationship

Family Life Cycle
· Romantic love—American ideal of finding a mate (discussion time)
· How is romantic love is promoted in American social institutions, such as the family, education, religion, and the media?
· What conclusions can you draw from this? 
· Romantic love—American ideal of finding a mate
 Social channels for love and marriage
·  Age
·  Education
·  Social Class
·  Race
·  Religion
 	Homogamy
· Romantic love
 Other theories of mate selection
·  Marriage gradient
· Tendency for women to marry men of higher status
· Reinforces patriarchy?
· Complimentary needs
· Select spouse whose needs are different
· Opposites attract
· Having children
 Misconception: Baby makes happy family
·  Marital satisfaction decreases w/child 
·  Less time & sleep + more expenses
·  U-shaped model
· Having children: Effect of social class
 Working-class
·  More likely to have a baby after nine months
·  More likely to have personal/financial problems
 Middle class
·  More resources to postpone birth of first child
·  Leads to more time to adjust to one another
· Child Care
 Day Care
·  One child out of six in day care
·  What is the quality of our day care?
·  What is the impact on children?
 	Nannies
·  Upper-middle-class phenomenon
·  Tension between parents and nannies
· Child Care
 	Social Class and socialization (Kohn)
·  Working Class: Conformity
·  Middle Class: Curiosity/Self-expression
 	Birth order
·  First borns: Disciplined more, more attention
·  More children: Competition for attention
· Family in Later Life
 	Empty Nest
·  After the last child leaves home
·  Middle Class: Curiosity/Self-expression
 	Boomerang children
·  Higher cost of living & lengthier education
·  Social issues at home
Diversity in U.S. Families
· Upper Class
Preserve privilege & wealth
· Middle Class 
Academic achievement/Respectability
· Working Class
Obstacles of poverty
Unemployment/Single parenting
Fictive kinship

· African American
Marriage squeeze
· Latino
Spanish language
Roman Catholic religion
Machismo
· Asian American
· Similar in structure to white families
· Respect for elderly, moderation, obligation
· Guilt and shame
· Native American
Question of assimilation
·  Tradition vs. dominant culture
· Social Class and Culture are key issues
· One-parent families
 High divorce rate, increase in unwed mothers
 Most are headed by women = most are poor
 Children more likely to: 
·  Drop out of school
·  Be poor as adults
·  Divorce
· Families without children
 14% of marrieds have no children
 More education = more likely to have no kids
 “Child free” marriages
 Childless not by choice
·  Adoption
·  Fertility methods
· Blended Families
· Increasing in number
· Complicated relationships
· Gay and Lesbian Families
· Vermont, first state to recognize (2000) Similarities
· Postponing marriage
 Average age of first-time brides and grooms:
·  Older than at any time in U.S. history
    Oldest average age women having first child
· Cohabitation
10 times more common than 30 years ago
About 40% will be in a cohabiting family
· Commitment disparity
Couples that cohabit before marriage are more likely to divorce than those that don’t.
· Measuring Divorce
       All marriages and all divorces
·  60 million married couples in U.S.
·  1.25 million divorces annually
·  Divorce rate = 2%
 

Who Marries Whom? 
· Exogamy is the practice of selecting mates from outside one’s group. 
· Endogamy is the practice of selecting mates from within one’s group. 
· The group may be based on religion, territory, racial identity, and so forth.
· The incest taboo, considered to be universal, is a cultural norm forbidding sexual relations and marriage between certain kin.
Property and Descent
· Kinship systems shape the distribution of property in society by prescribing how lines of descent are determined. 
· In patrilineal kinship systems, family lineage is traced through the family of the father.
· Matrilineal kinship systems are those in which ancestry is traced through the mother.
· In bilateral kinship systems, descent is traced both through the father and the mother.
Place of Residence
· In the United States, newly married couples are expected to establish independent households.
· In patrilocal kinship systems, after marriage, a woman is separated from her own kinship group and resides with the husband or his kinship group. 
· In matrilocal kinship systems, a woman continues to live with her family of origin.
· Neolocal residence is the practice of the new couple establishing their own residence. 
Who Holds Power?
· Marriage systems vary according to who holds power in the marriage. 
· A patriarchy is a society or group where men have power over women.
· In a matriarchy women hold power.
· In egalitarian societies men and women share power equally, are equally valued by all societal members, have equal access to resources, and share decision making.
Extended and Nuclear Families
· Extended families are the whole network of parents, children, and other relatives who form a family unit.
· Extended families are common among the urban poor because they develop a cooperative system of social and economic support. 
· The nuclear family is comprised of one married couple residing together with their children. 
Theoretical Perspectives on Families
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Diversity Among Families
· Families today are smaller with fewer births that are more closely spaced.
· Childbearing and child rearing now occupy a smaller fraction of the adult life of parents.
· Death has been replaced by divorce as the major cause of early family disruption. 
· Married couples make up a smaller proportion of households.
· Single parent households, post-childbearing couples, gay and lesbian couples, and those without children are increasingly common.
Female-headed Households
· 1/2 of all children can expect to live with only one parent at some point in their lives.
· Numbers are growing due to:
· Pregnancy among unmarried teens
· High divorce rate
· Teen mothers are less likely to marry than in the past.
· Social problems are caused by economic stress rather than the absence of a husband.
· Single fathers tend to get more help than single mothers.
Married Couple Families
· Men and women have different experiences within marriage, with the benefits of marriage generally accruing more to men than women.
· Among married-couple families, a significant change in recent years has been the increased participation of women in the paid labor force. 
· Women in particular work a “second shift” of unpaid household work even when they also have paid employment. 
Stepfamilies
· Blended families demand both parents and children learn new roles. 
· The lack of support systems cause stress resulting in high probability of divorce. 
Singles
· Single people today are 28% of the population. 
· Men and women are marrying at a later age. 
· Being single no longer holds the same stigma it once did, especially for women.
· Single women were once labeled “old maids”. Now they have the image of being carefree, sexually active, unencumbered and free-thinking.
Marriage
· The values of partners, as well as the roles they play, influence their experience of marriage.
· Among couples where both partners are employed, only 28% share the housework equally. 
· With the arrival of the first child, women increase their housework and lessen their employment. 
· African American husbands provide a greater share of housework than White husbands.
· Latino households have more diversity in gender roles than stereotypes about machismo would lead us to believe.
· 2/3 of women say the amount of work they have to get done during the day is a cause of stress.
· 1/2 say that they feel resentment about how little their mate helps around the house and about their lack of free time.
Divorce
· The United States leads the world in the number of people who divorce. 
· More than sixteen million people have divorced but not remarried in the population today.
· Since 1960, the rate of divorce has more than doubled, although it has declined recently since its all-time high in 1980.
· The marriage rate is 8.4 marriages per 1000 people and the divorce rate, 4.0 per 1000 people.’
Factors in Rise in Divorce Rate
· In earlier eras, people died younger, and the average length of marriages was shorter. 
· The cultural orientation toward individualism may predispose people to terminate a marriage in which they are unhappy. 
· To people in unhappy marriages, divorce, though painful and financially risky, can be a positive option. 
· The belief that couples should stay together for their children is giving way to a belief that a marriage with protracted conflict is more detrimental to than divorce.
Family Violence
· The National Violence Against Women Office estimates:
· 25% of women will be raped, physically assaulted, or stalked by an intimate partner in their lifetime.
· 22% experience physical assault
· 7–10% are raped by intimates
· 5% will be stalked by an intimate partner.
· Reasons victim stays in relationship:
· belief that batterer will change 
· financial constraints
· mandatory arrest laws
Families and Globalization
· Changes at the global level are producing  transnational families, families where at least one parent lives and works in a different nation than the children.
· Patterns of migration, war, and economic development have a profound effect on the social structure of families. 
Families and Social Policy
· The family is often blamed for many social problems the nation experiences. 
· Social policies designed to assist families should recognize the diversity of family forms and needs and the interdependence of the family with other social conditions and social institutions.
Quick Quiz

1. Families are gendered institutions that reflect the gender hierarchies in society." This statement is most closely related to:
a.	 functionalism
b.	 feminist theory
c.	 symbolic interaction
d.	 conflict theory
Answer: b 
· Families are gendered institutions that reflect the gender hierarchies in society." This statement is most closely related to  feminist theory.


2. The pattern of relationships that define people's family relationships to one another is referred to as:
a.	 a patrilineal system
b.	 a kinship system
c.	 a social system
d.	 a family system
Answer: b
· The pattern of relationships that define people's family relationships to one another is referred to as a kinship system.

3 . In a ________ women hold power.
a.	 matriarchy
b.	 androgynous
c.	 monogamy
d.	 patriarchy
Answer: a
· In a matriarchy women hold power.	

4. "Families meet the needs of society to socialize children and reproduce new members." This statement reflects the:
a.	conflict perspective
b.	feminist perspective
c.	functionalist perspective
d.	symbolic interactionist perspective
Answer: c 	
· "Families meet the needs of society to socialize children and reproduce new members." This statement reflects the functionalist perspective.


5. "Families experience social disorganization when society undergoes rapid social changes." This statement is most closely related to:
a.	feminist theory
b.	conflict theory
c.	symbolic interaction
d.	functionalism
Answer: d
· "Families experience social disorganization when society undergoes rapid social changes." This statement is most closely related to functionalism.

In contrast to other religions, which 
consider ‘celibacy’ as a great virtue and a 
means of salvation, Islam considers 
marriage as one of the most virtuous and 
approved institutions.

The importance of marriage receives its 
greatest emphasis from the Qur’aan and 
Sunnah.
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