Lecture 15: Notes

Historical & Documentary Research

Overview

This lecture discusses historical and documentary research. Most of the research we read about has a historical dimension to it, as the researchers describe and explain what they did and what they found. In a sense, when we write about in the past, whether we are writing about the remote past or the recent past, there is no escaping history. We can learn from historians important things, such as being accurate, organised, logical, and honest. 

Review points:

1. What is historical research? 

the systematic and objective location, evaluation and synthesis of evidence in order to establish facts and draw conclusions about past events

2. What constitutes historical research?
HR   involves the identiﬁcation and limitation of a problem or an area of study >sometimes the formulation of an hypothesis (or set of questions)>the collection, organization, veriﬁcation, validation, analysis and selection of data> testing the hypothesis (or answering the questions) where appropriate> and writing a research report> leads to a new understanding of the past and its relevance to the present and future

3. What are the values of historical research?

· enables solutions to contemporary problems>  throws light on present and future trends> stresses the relative importance & the effects of the various interactions>It allows for the revaluation of data in relation to selected hypotheses, theories and generalizations that are presently held about the past

· Historical research in education may concern with an individual, a group, a movement, an idea or an institution

4. How to choose a topic?

· Where do the events take place?

· Who are the people involved?

· When do the events occur?

· What kinds of human activity are involved?

5. Data collection

· Sources of data two main groups: 

a) primary source: original to the problem

· the remains or relics of a given period: although such remains and artefacts as skeletons, fossils, weapons, tools, utensils, buildings, pictures, furniture, coins and objets d’art were not meant to transmit information to subsequent eras, nevertheless they may be useful sources providing sound evidence about the past

· Those items that have had a direct physical relationship with the events being reconstructed

b) Secondary sources are those that do not bear a direct physical relationship to the event being studied. They are made up of data that cannot be described as original. A secondary source would thus be one in which the person describing the event was not actually present but who obtained descriptions from another person or source. 

6. Evaluation:

referred to as historical criticism and the reliable data yielded by the process are known as historical evidence.

7. External criticism

the authenticity of the source is appraised 

8. Internal criticism

the accuracy or worth of the data is evaluated.
Writing the research report: the process of synthesis
The use of quantitative methods:

· to describe trends in communication content

· to relate known characteristics of sources to messages they produce

· to audit communication content against standards

· to analyse techniques of persuasion

· to analyse style

· to relate known attributes of the audience to messages produced for them

· to describe patterns of communication.

