Lecture 13 & 14: Notes
Validity and reliability in research
Overview
This lecture and the following one discuss validity and reliability in both quantitative and qualitative research. Both these terms can be applied to these two types of research, though how validity and reliability are addressed in these two approaches vary. 
Review points:
1. What is validity?
· The  earlier versions of validity were based on the view that it was essentially a demonstration that a particular instrument in fact measures what it purports to measure
· more recently validity has taken many forms
2. Validity in quantitative research
[bookmark: _GoBack]In quantitative data, validity might be improved through careful sampling, appropriate instrumentation and appropriate statistical treatments of the data

3. Validity in qualitative research
May be addressed through the honesty, depth, richness and scope of the data achieved, the participants approached, the extent of triangulation and the disinterestedness or objectivity of the researcher

4. Kinds of validity
· content validity
· criterion-related validity
· construct validity
· internal validity
· external validity
· concurrent validity
· face validity
· jury validity
· predictive validity
· consequential validity
· systemic validity
· catalytic validity
· ecological validity
· cultural validity
· descriptive validity
· interpretive validity
· theoretical validity
· evaluative validity

5. Ensuring validity
The attempt to build out invalidity is essential if the researcher is to be able to have conﬁdence in the elements of the research plan, data acquisition, data processing analysis, interpretation and its ensuing judgment.
 
6. The meaning of reliability in quantitative and qualitative research. 
Reliability in quantitative research is essentially a synonym for dependability, consistency and replicability over time, over instruments and over groups of respondents. It is concerned with precision and accuracy; some features, e.g. height, can be measured precisely, while others, e.g. musical ability, cannot.
7. There are three principal types of reliability: 
· stability
· equivalence
· and internal consistency 

8. Reliability in qualitative research
Can be replaced with terms such as ‘credibility’, ‘neutrality’, ‘conﬁrmability’, ‘dependability’, ‘consistency’, ‘applicability’, ‘trustworthiness’ and ‘transferability’, in particular the notion of ‘dependability’.
· Quantitative research assumes the possibility of replication; if the same methods are used with the same sample then the results should be the same.
9. Reliability in qualitative research can be addressed in several ways:
· stability of observations: whether the researcher would have made the same observations and interpretation of these if they had been observed at a different time or in a different place
· parallel forms: whether the researcher would have made the same observations and interpretations of what had been seen if he or she had paid attention to other phenomena during the observation.
·  inter-rater reliability: whether another observer with the same theoretical framework and observing the same phenomena would have interpreted them in the same way




