Types of Discourse
There are many ways to classify discourse:
· According to whether it is written or spoken
· According to the register (level of formality)
· According to the genre (communicative purpose, style, audience)
· According to whether it is monologic (one speaker/writer produces an entire discourse)/ or dialogic/ multiparty (two/more participants interact/ construct discourse together).
Distinction between Written and Spoken Discourse
· The distinction between speech and writing is often referred to as channel (D. Hymes) or medium as speaking and writing involve different psychological processes. 
·   Spoken and written discourses differ for many reasons. Spoken discourse has to be understood immediately; written discourse can be referred to many times
I. General Differences
II. 1. Grammatical intricacy
III. 2. Lexical density
IV. 3. Nominalization
V. 4. Explicitness
VI. 5. Contextualization
VII. 6. Spontaneity
VIII. 7. Repetition, hesitations, and redundancy

1. Grammatical Intricacy
View:
                  Written discourse is more structurally complex and more elaborate than spoken
                  discourse. In other words, sentences in spoken discourse are short and simple,
                  whereas they are longer and more complex in written discourse.
      But Halliday argues that spoken discourse is NOT less organized. He claims that
      spoken discourse has its own kind of complexity. In spoken discourse clauses are
      long  and spread out => Spoken discourse can be  grammatically intricate as well.

2. Lexical Density:

        Lexical density refers to the ratio of content words (i.e. nouns, verbs, adjectives, and
        adverbs) to grammatical or function words (e.g. pronouns, prepositions, articles)
        within a clause.
   View: Spoken discourse is less lexically dense than written discourse. Content words
   tend to be spread out over a number of clauses, whereas they seem to be tightly packed
   into individual clauses. 
               3. Nominalization
Nominalization refers to presenting actions and events as nouns rather than as verbs. 
View:
Written discourse has a high level of nominalization: i.e. more nouns than verbs. 
Written discourse tends to have longer noun groups than spoken discourse.

4. Explicitness
View:
Writing is more explicit than speech.
Rebuttal:
-This is not always true.
-It depends on the purpose of text.
A writer/speaker can state something explicitly or infer it depending on many variables.

5. Contextualization 
Contextualization refers to the extent knowledge of context is needed to interpret a text. 
View:
Writing is more decontextualized than speech: Speech is more attached to context than writing because speech depends on a shared situation and background for interpretation.
Rebuttal:
This may be true of conversations, but not in all types of spoken discourses. Some types of written discourse may show high dependence on shared contextual knowledge, e.g. personal letters between friends.

6. Spontaneity
View: 
a. Spoken discourse lacks organization and is ungrammatical because it is spontaneous, whereas written discourse is organized and grammatical. Spoken discourse contains more uncompleted and reformulated sentences. Topics can be changed and speakers may interrupt and overlap. 
· Rebuttal:
Spoken discourse is organized, but it is organized differently from written discourse.

7. Repetition, Hesitation, and Redundancy
View:
a. Spoken discourse contains more repetition, hesitations, and redundancy because it is produced in real time (i.e. on the spot). It has many pauses and fillers, such as ‘hhh’, ‘er’ and ‘you know’.
Spoken and written discourses differ for many reasons. Spoken discourse has to be understood immediately; written discourse can be referred to many times

Features of spoken discourse:
· Variations in speed, but it is generally faster than writing.
· Loudness/quietness.
Example 1
Announcer: an the winner ↓iz:s
Spoken discourse:
· Gestures/ Body language (Mr. Bean)
· Intonation.
· Pitch range: ↑ - the shift to the higher pitch; ↓ - the shift to the lower pitch, V - a fall rise.
· Stress: underlined words in transcription: good. 
· Rhythm.
· Pausing and phrasing: (.) – a tiny gap, difficult to be measured,  (7.1) – a pause of 7.1 seconds,a longer pause like (..) 
Grammatically?
	Spoken discourse – 
· 	fewer subordinate clauses
· 	fewer that/to complement clauses 
· 	fewer sequences of prepositional 	phrases 
· 	fewer attributive adjectives
· 	more active verbs. 
Lexical characteristics? 
	Spoken discourse 
· 	longer, more repetitions
· 	the percentage of different words is 	below 40% (written discourse – above 	40%)
· shorter, less complex words and phrases (contractions, fewer nominalizations, more verb based phrases, more words that refer to the speaker, less abstract 	words, more quantifiers). 
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	Spoken discourse has:
· More verb-based phrases: 
	having treatment (W) – being treated (S)
	hospital care (W) – go to the hospital (S)
 More predicative adjectives:
	misleading statistics (W) – statistics are misleading (S)
	frightening news (W) – news is frightening (S)
Lexical characteristics? 
	Spoken discourse has:
· More pronouns (it, they, you , we).
· More lexical repetitions.
· More first person references.
· More active verbs. 
· In written discourse we often use passive when we don’t want to specify the agent. In spoken discourse we would use a subject like “people”, “somebody”, “they”, “you”.
Structurally?	
· Spoken discourse is more fragmented. It contains more simple sentences and coordination words (and, but, so, because, etc.)
· Written texts exhibit a bewildering variety and richness of different structural forms. 
· Written discourse can be divided into chapters, sections, units, headings, subheadings, quotations, etc. 
· Where the original text exploits typographical variety, a reproduction of the same text may lack the qualities of the original.  (eg ad on back of bus)
· Writing and speech interrelate (e.g. the doctor writes your symptoms, you write a telephone number).
· We can have written discourse that is intended to be spoken, and spoken language that is designed to be read. 
· Marginal discourses: e-mails, SMS, texts, chats
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