Lecture 16
Part 2
Sentential Semantics
Phrasal or Sentential semantics is the branch of Semantics concerned with the meaning of the syntactic units larger than the word.
Calculating meanings at Sentence level:	
	The linguistic knowledge permits us to formulate semantic rules to build the meanings of a sentence from the meaning of its words and the ways whereby they combine syntactically. This aspect pertaining to sentential meaning is linguistically referred to as ‘Truth Conditional Semantics’(because it takes the semantic knowledge of truth as basic). It is also called Compositional Semantics(as it calculates the truth value of a sentence by composing or putting together the meanings of smaller units)
SOME PROMINENT MANIFESTATIONS OF SENTENTIAL SEMANTICS
1. TAUTOLOGY(or ANALYTIC SENTENCES)
	It generally speaking refers to needless repetition of an idea, statement, or word however within sentential semantics , tautology implies the philosophical interpretation  whereby it  refers to the restricted number of sentences that are always true ,irrespective of the situation in which they are uttered  . e .g :
· Cows are Animals
· Circles are round
·  Man is mortal
2. Contradictions
· Contradictions refer to the kind of sentences that are always false .e.g:
· Man is immortal
· A bachelor is married.
· Elizabeth ,the queen of England is a man.
· Circles are the triangles.
3. Paradoxes
· 1.Paradoxes refer to those sentences to which it is difficult to ascribe a truth value .
· 2. a statement that is seemingly contradictory or opposed to common sense and yet is perhaps true.
· "War is peace.“
· "Freedom is slavery.“
· "Ignorance is a bliss 
4. Entailment
· Entailment describes a situation in which the truth of one sentence necessarily ‘entails or implies’ the truth of another sentence .
· For example the sentence A assassinated B entails that B is dead 
· Similarly the sentence The brick is red entails that The brick is not white /yellow/blue etc 
· The sentence John is a renowned poet entails that John is a poet.
(Much of what we know about the world comes from knowing the entailments of the true sentences)
5. Paraphrases or Synonymous sentences
	Two sentences are Synonymous or Paraphrases if both of them are either True or False  with respect to the same situation e.g :
a. The police chased the burglar &
    The burglar was chased by the police.
b. Paul bought a car from Jack &
    Jack sold a car to Paul
c. John was absent &
    John was not present
6. Ambiguous sentences
	Sometimes the sentential expressions have more than one meaning, such kind of sentences are known as ‘Ambiguous Sentences’ .
	For example:
· The old lady whacked the girl with an umbrella is ambiguous because it can mean:   
· (1.The old lady whacked the girl with the help of an umbrella)  OR  (2.The old lady whacked a girl who was holding an umbrella)
Following are some more examples:
· The novel dealing with the Hatred of the Killer(i.e.’ either someone hated the killer’ OR ‘the Killer hated someone’ can be the underlying interpretation.)
· John saw a man with the telescope (i.e. either John saw a man who was holding a telescope OR  John saw a man by using a telescope)
7. Anomalous Sentences
· Anomalous sentences are the kind of sentences that follow the rules of Syntax but go against the rules of Semantics.
  A famous sentences :"Colorless green ideas sleep furiously" 
	as presented by  Noam Chomsky in his book entitled Syntactic Structures is an example of an anomalous sentence (i.e. a  sentence  that is grammatically correct, but semantically nonsensical).
Following are some more examples:
· The oak tree is a beautiful animal.
· The flowers stole the pie and ran home.
The Fish likes to go to school
8. Idioms
Sometimes the meanings of the phrases cannot be inferred from the meanings of the individual words. Such expressions are called Idioms
	For Example:
·   A battle/war of nerves
·    Fool's paradise
·    The smoking gun
·    To beat about the bush
·     To smell a rat 
9. Metaphors
· In some cases, the sentences are ‘ambiguous ‘ but the literal meaning is so unlikely that listeners stretch their imagination for another interpretation .This ‘stretching’ is based on semantic properties that are ‘inferred’ .Such non-literal interpretation at sentential level are referred to as ‘metaphorical expressions ‘ or simply the Metaphors. e.g:
· Dr. Jack is a butcher.
· John is tiger.
· The world is a stage.
· Time is money.


