Lecture 15
Part one: Case Grammar
Case grammar is a linguistic theory expounded by Charles Fillmore as a reaction against Transformational generative Grammar. Specifically, since the publication of  ‘The case for case ’in 1968, Fillmore has led the way to the development of such a grammar which has since been considered by linguists as one of the most well-known and revealing theories currently available. In fact, there is no unified theory of case grammar. Fillmore himself has come up with a series of versions (1966,1968,1970,1971), and the list of case grammarians is indeed a very long one, but a few of them can be mentioned here: Anderson (1971), (1977); Chafe (1970); Nilsen (1972), (1973); cook (1973); Mackenzie (1981) ...etc. Charles Fillmore (1968) proposed that the deep structure of any sentence consists of a MODALITY (similar to the Aux constituent in Transformational Grammar ) and a PROPOSITION. The latter consists of a verb and a sequence of one or more case roles, each of which is realised as a case marker ( preposition, postposition, or case affix) and a noun phrase. 
Fillmore seems to have borrowed the word ‘case’ from Latin because the functions played by cases are mainly similar to the ones expressed in Latin declensions which display the different types of involvement that any participant may have in an action such as Nominative, Accusative, Genitive, Dative...etc. In this context, Fillmore (1968b:382) explicitly stated: 
I believe that human languages are constrained in such a way that the relation between arguments and predicates fall into a small number of types. In particular I believe that these role types can be identified with certain elementary judgements about the things that go around us: judgements about who does something, who experiences something, where something happens,  what it is that changes, what it is that moves, where it starts out, and where it ends up. Since judgements like these are very much like the kinds of things grammarians have associated for centuries with the use of grammatical cases, I have been referring to the case roles as case relationships, or simply cases. 
In Fillmore's new version of 1970 (Cook 1970b: 18-19), the list of cases and their definitions reads as follows: 
A Agentive instigator of the action, animate 
E Experiencer affected by the action, animate 
I Instrumental force or object causing action or state
O Objective semantically most neutral case 
S Source the origin or starting point
G Goal the object or end point 
L Locative spatial orientation of the action 
T Time temporal orientation of the action 
C Comitative accompaniment role, animate 
B Benefactive benefactive role, animate
Fillmore divided the basic structure of a sentence in to a verb and one or more noun phrases
	S = V + NP (s)
Each of these noun phrases is associated with verb in particular case relationship
	Example
· The peon opened the gate. (subject is agent)	                  Deep
· The gate was opened by the peon. (subject is goal)	     Case
· The key opened the gate. (subject is instrument)           Relations

According to Fillmore, the manifestations of the case relations are language specific. We select the verbs according to case environments or ‘case frames’ provided by the sentence.
· Example:
· The verb ‘open’ can have following four case frames 
1. [-O]   The gate opened.
2. [-O + A]    The peon opened the gate.
3. [-O+ I]      The key opened the gate.
4. [-O+ I+ A]   The peon opened the gate with a key.
· Can be combined as [-O (I) (A)]
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Analysis in Case Grammar
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(M: modality, P: prepositional, V: verb, O: objective case, I: instrumental case, A: agentive case, 

K: case marker, Det: determiner, NP: noun phrase)
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