Lecture 12
Part one: Syntax: Paradigmatic View: Verb Phrases
What is a verb phrase?
In grammar, a verb phrase is a verb of more than one word. It includes one or more helping (or auxiliary) verbs and one main verb:
can see       [helping verb can + main verb see]
would have sent   [helping verbs would + have + main verb send]
may have been planning    [helping verbs may + have + be + main verb plan]
What does a main verb do?
The main verb expresses the chief idea in the verb phrase. The other verbs are there only to help it.
The main verb is always the last verb in the phrase. Often its form changes, as in the last two examples, in which send becomes sent and plan becomes planning.
(Tip: After the helping verbs have and be, the form of the main verb almost always changes.)
What does a helping verb do?
A helping (or auxiliary) verb, which is placed in front of a main verb, helps it to express different ideas. There are only a small number of helping verbs. They are divided into two types: primary and modal.
Primary
There are three primary helping verbs: be, do and have. Note that these verbs have different forms:
be, am, is, are, was, were, been, being
do, does, did
have, has, had
In addition to acting as helping verbs, be, do and have can occur alone as main verbs:
I was at the arcade. [was is a main verb]
I was working at the arcade. [was is a helping verb; working is the main verb]
Lars often did the cooking.    [did is a main verb]
Lars did not mind cooking. [did is a helping verb; mind is the main verb]
Alex and Cara have the keys. [have is a main verb]
Alex and Cara have gone.      [have is a helping verb; gone is the main verb]
Modal
There are 10 principal modal verbs:
can, could
shall, should
will, would
may, might
must
ought [+ to + main verb]
Unlike the primary helping verbs, modal verbs do not change their form to agree with different subjects. For example, can does not change no matter what subject it follows:
I can go 
you can go 
he can go 
we can go
they can go
After most of the modal verbs, the main verb is in its base form (the form in which it is listed in the dictionary):
can go [can + base form go]
The one exception is ought, which is followed by to and the base form of the main verb:
ought to go [ought + to + base form go]
The modal verbs must be used together with a main verb. They occur alone only when the main verb is left understood, usually to avoid repetition:
"Who can tell me the answer?"
"I can!" [= I can tell you the answer]
Why do we need helping verbs?
We use helping verbs
· to change the tense of a verb:
am hoping [present progressive] 
have finished [present perfect] 
will go [simple future] 
will have been working [future perfect progressive]
· to ask a question:
Do I have the wrong number?
Does Sven know Marta's password?
Did you forget to walk the dog?
· to create emphasis:
Rivka does plan to attend, after all.
We do need a new couch, no matter what you think!
I did walk the dog.
· to form a negative verb:
The children did not (or didn't) see the end of the hockey game.
We have not (or haven't) finished yet.
Please do not (or don't) open this window.
The mail will not (or won't) go out until tomorrow.
Types of Verb Phrases
· Types of Verbs:
· Verbs can be classified in many different ways. We  distinguish different types of verbs according to the following aspects:
· according to the meaning and function: lexical, linking or auxiliary
· according to the number of objects it requires: intransitive, transitive or ditransitive 
· according to the form: finite or non-finite
· Verbs types according to meaning & function
· Lexical verbs are main verbs that add the primary meaning. A main clause must have one and only one lexical verb.
·   I READ a novel. 
· Linking verbs are verbs that do not add much meaning. They link subjects and subject complements.
· 		  Peter BECAME bored. 
· Auxiliary verbs are verbs that are used to ‘help’ lexical or linking verbs by adding grammatical information (aspect, tense, modality). Auxiliary verbs do not add lexical meaning. Auxiliary verbs need not be present in a main clause, but sometimes there are more than one auxiliary verb in a single clause.
· 		Andrew MAY HAVE BEEN studying too hard. 
· Verbs types according to number of objects
· Intransitive verbs do not need any objects to complement their meaning. 
·   Peter had to RUN.
· Transitive verbs need one object to complement their meaning. The object may be a Noun Phrase or a Prepositional Phrase.
· 		I read AN INTERESTING NEWPAPER ARTICLE.
· 		Peter looks after HIS BROTHER. 
· Ditransitive verbs need two objects to complement their meaning. The objects may be two Noun Phrases or a Noun Phrase and a Prepositional Phrase
· 		I told MY SISTER A SECRET.
· 		Pam gave A PRESENT TO MY BROTHER. 
· Verbs types according to form
· All verbs have finite and non-finite forms.
· Finite verbs are verbs that are inflected for tense, person and number. In a complex verb there can only be one finite form and it is always at the beginning of the complex verb. A main clause must contain a finite verb.
·   Sean COMES from Ireland.
·   Laura SHOULD stay home.
· Non-finite verbs are verbs that are not inflected for tense, person and number. In a complex verb there can be several non-finite forms. In a main clause the non-finite forms always follow  a finite verb.
· 		John has GONE to London.
·     Laura should STAY home.
Sentences:
· So far our knowledge has defined sentence as:
· Noun + Verb
· Noun Phrase + verb phrase
· Noun Phrase + verb phrase+ adverbial phrase
· Noun phrase+ verb phrase + prepositional phrase
Part 2
Clauses
·  Definition:
     Words that contain a subject and a verb which must always agree.
Two types of clauses:
·   Independent Clause
·   Dependent Clause
· Independent Clause
· An independent clause MUST HAVE a subject and a verb which agree.
Example:
	The frustrated, irritated teachers finally understood the basic grammar concepts.
· All the words in an independent clause can act alone as a sentence.
· They are a complete thought.
· Dependent Clause
· The subject and verb agree, but the words CANNOT stand alone as a complete sentence.
· also known as subordinate clause or relative clause 
· Examples:  
· since the teachers seek proficiency in grammar
· which sheltered the children from the storm 
Clauses and Phrases
		To understand punctuation, it is helpful to understand the difference between a phrase and a clause.
I. A phrase is a collection of words that may have nouns or verbals, but it does not have a subject doing a verb. The following are examples of phrases:
· leaving behind the dog
· smashing into a fence
· before the first test
· after the devastation
· between ignorance and intelligence
· broken into thousands of pieces
· because of her glittering smile
In these examples above, you will find nouns (dog, fence, test, devastation, ignorance, intelligence, thousands, pieces). You also have some verbals (leaving, smashing), but in no case is the noun functioning as a subject doing a predicate verb. They are all phrases.
II. A clause is a collection of words that has a subject that is actively doing a verb. The following are examples of clauses:
· since she laughs at diffident men
· I despise individuals of low character
· when the saints go marching in
· Obediah Simpson is uglier than a rabid raccoon
· because she smiled at him.
In the examples above, we find either a noun or a pronoun that is a subject (bold-print and red) attached to a predicate verb (underlined and purple) in each case:
· since she laughs at diffident men
· I despise individuals of low character
· when the saints go marching in
· Obediah Simpson is uglier than a rabid raccoon
· because she smiled at him
III. If the clause could stand by itself, and form a complete sentence with punctuation, we call the clause an independent clause. The following are independent clauses:
· I despise individuals of low character
· Obediah Simpson is uglier than a rabid racoon
We could easily turn independent clauses into complete sentences by adding appropriate punctuation marks. We might say, "I despise individuals of low character." Or we might write, "Obediah Simpson is uglier than a rabid racoon!" We call them independent because these types of clauses can stand independently by themselves, without any extra words attached, and be complete sentences.
IV. Dependent clauses have a subject doing a verb, but they have a subordinate conjunction placed in front of the clause. That subordinate conjunction means that the clause can't stand independently by itself and become a complete sentence. Instead, the dependent clause is dependent upon another clause--it can't make a complete sentence by itself, even though it has a subject doing a verb. Here are some examples of dependent clauses:
· since she laughs at diffident men
· when the saints go marching in
· because she smiled at him
These clauses simply do not form complete thoughts or sentences by themselves. Those subordinate conjunctions--since, when, and because--cause the listener to expect some extra material. The thought is incomplete. If you walked up to a friend in the dorms and said, "since she laughs at diffident men," and then walked away without adding an independent clause, the friend would be completely baffled.
It's important to understand the difference between phrases, dependent clauses, and independent clauses because many punctuation marks--such as commas, semicolons, and colons, require one or the other.








