Sample Argumentative Paragraph—Nonfiction
Nothing gives the English more pleasure, in a quiet but determined sort of way, than to do things oddly. They put milk in their tea, drive on the wrong side of the road, pronounce Cholmondeley as “Chumley” and Belvoir as “Beaver,” celebrate the Queen’s birthday in June even though she was born in April, and dress their palace guards in bearskin helmets that make them look as if, for some private and unfathomable reason, they are wearing fur-lined wastebaskets on their heads.
—from Notes from a Small Island, by Bill Bryson (Doubleday, 1995)

Sample Argumentative Paragraph—Fiction
The pure argumentative paragraph is primarily a nonfiction writer’s tool. But occasionally in fiction, the author needs to persuade the reader to accept the premise upon which the story is based, as in this opening paragraph from Chris Bohjalian’s Water Witches (Scribner, 1997):

Some people say that my wife’s sister is a witch. My father, for one. My brother, for another. And while I will not dispute their use of the term when they are merely alluding to her somewhat contrary nature, I do take issue with them when they use the word to malign what she believes is her calling. After all, it is a calling that to a lesser extent my wife hears as well. No, my sister-in-law is no witch, at least not literally. She, along with my wife and my mother-in-law, is simply a dowser. She is capable of finding underground water with a stick. She is capable of divining underground water with a stick. And unlike my wife and my mother-in-law, she is an active dowser. She does not merely have the power, she uses it.
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