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magazines, or to see English movies without
subtitles, you will be able to extend your
vocabulary into areas that are not included
in your books. Obviously, the more you
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opportunity you have to increase your
vocabulary. As a measure of interest and
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Word “Formation

Learning the use and meaning of words in
English can be made easier, and even enjoy-
able, if you understand something about
one way in which many English words are
formed.

The srem of a word is its basic form, the
fundamental element which is common to
all the other forms of the word. A prefix is a
form which is fixed to the beginning of a
stem: a suffix is a form which is fixed to the
end of a stem. For example:

stem = measure
suffix = measurable
prefix = izn measurable
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A prefix usually changes the meaning of a
word, while a suffix usually changes its part
of speech. For example, the suffix -able
changes verbs into adjectives  (breakable,
enjoyable). The prefix im- changes the
meaning to the opposite: measurable means
‘“capable of being measured’’; immeasurable
means ‘not capable of being measured.”

The English language makes frequent use
of this method of word formation. Notice

the numerous words formed on the stem
act.

prefix +acr act+suffix prefix +act +suffix

react action reaction
enact active enactment
reenact actively reenactment
interact actionless reactor
transact actable reactive
activity reactivate
activate reactivation
activation interaction
actor transaction
actress inactive
inaction

By learning only a few prefixes and suffixes,
you will be able to recognize or guess the
meaning of hundreds of English words.
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